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Special Events & Observances
International Day of Peace – 21  September 2007
We ask each local community to join in solidarity with people around the world in commemorating the ideals of peace both within and among nations.  This day was established by a UN resolution in 1981 “to mark our individual and collective progress toward building Cultures of Peace, and to serve as a reminder of our permanent commitment to Peace, above all interests and differences of any kind.”

This edition of our bulletin contains several attachments with suggestions for reflection and action on this day. 

International Youth Day – 12 August 2007

The theme for IYD 2007 is “Be seen, be heard: youth participation for development”. Team up! Organize! Celebrate! Take action! The Day presents a great opportunity to create awareness of the importance of youth participation and inclusion in the societies in which they live. For more information, please visit: 
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unyin/iyouthday.htm.

Global Forum on Migration – July 2007 
This first meeting of the Global Forum on Migration and Development will take place in Brussels. “The governmental discussions on 10 and 11 July will be preceded by a meeting of civil society representatives on 9 July. This will mark the start of a new global process designed to enhance the positive impact of migration on development (and vice versa) by adopting a more consistent policy approach, identifying new instruments and best practices, exchanging know-how and experience about innovative tactics and methods and, finally, establishing cooperative links between the various actors involved.”  For more info, see: www.gfmd-fmmd.org
Working Group Update

UN DPI Conference on September, 5 – 8, 2007:  Climate Change: How it Impacts Us All.
NY Working Group Meeting:  September 7 - 8, 2006.  
Action Alerts ! 
Commemorate the International Day of Peace.  Refer to the attachments following for reflection and action. 

Call for prayer and action on behalf of Zimbabwe.  See statement on next page from CLC South Africa by Jane Hulley, National Coordinator of CLC, South Africa.

Stories From Around the Globe
South Africa.  CLC in South Africa calls on us for prayer and action on behalf of Zimbabwe.  See Action Alert and page two below.
Florida, USA.  The South Florida Region CLC is planning two radio programs dealing with water issues. They will be broadcast in Spanish at our regular CLC weekly slot on Radio Paz, the local Catholic radio station and aired late July or early August.  The programs will deal with moral and social responsibility on water and will describe our World CLC work on these and other water-related problems. See also:  www.sfwmd.gov/ 

France. In addition to our local communities and districts, we have theme-based groups called "ateliers" which mainly correspond over the Internet and meet about once a year. The French contact for CLC-NGO was chosen from the atelier "Christians Co-responsible for Creation" (http://cvxccc.free.fr/). In the framework of the Ignatian Jubilee, the atelier organized a forum on water in Lourdes. Along the river in the sanctuary, there is a "water path" with 9 stops at which pilgrims can obtain water, read biblical references to water, relate personal experiences of water (e.g. diving, flood...) More than 100 people took part in our forum.  The discussions on the relationship between water and our faith were very fruitful.
G8 Summit in Germany.  The presidents of the bishops' conferences of Germany, Canada, France, Japan, the Russian Federation, England, Wales and the US wrote to their respected heads of state urging bold action on global poverty, health care, climate change and peace and security. …”Our concerns for these issues arise from our religious and moral commitment to promote human life, human dignity and care for God’s creation. In these concerns we are united with our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, who reminded wealthier nations of their moral obligations in his letter of December 16, 2006 to the current President of the G8, Chancellor Dr. Angela Merkel.”

Resources on Water: 

· Second UN World Water Development Report 

'Water, a Shared Responsibility' Published: Mar. 2006: www.unesco.org/water/wwap/wwdr2/table_contents.shtml 
· Resource for Water Issues at the UN 

www.un.org/esa/sustdev/sdissues/water/Interagency_activities.htm
· Resource on Bottled Water published in the USA:  

http://www.sierraclub.org/committees/cac/water/bottled_water/bottled_water.pdf
Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam!




Collection of Scriptural Verses for Reflection on Peace:
· Psalm 51: 10-17

· Psalm 85

· Ephesians 2: 11-22

· Romans 14:19 - 15: 7

· Matthew 5: 3-12

· John 14: 23-31

· John 20: 19-23

· Isaiah 60: 17-22

· Gal 5: 22-25

· Rom 12: 18-21

· James 3:17-18

Web Resources for International Day of Peace on September 21st 
http://www.internationaldayofpeace.org    
Background information on the International Day of Peace, UN Proclamations, lists of events and other resources.

http://www.internationaldayofpeace.org/events.htm  
Lists events that took place in 2006 – ideas that communities can adapt for this year’s event.

http://www.internationaldayofpeace.org/resources.htm  
Resources for planning and promoting a Day of Peace event.

http://www.un.org/events/peaceday/2006/  
UN website with facts and links to other resources.

http://www.un.org/events/peaceday/2006/factsheet.shtml  
Factsheet on the costs of war and peace.

http://overcomingviolence.org/fileadmin/dov/files/idpp/Prayers_IDPP_2007.pdf  Prayers for the International Day of Peace in several different languages collected by the World Council of Churches.

See also two suggestions for prayer services for International Day of Peace accompanying the e-mail note with this bulletin.


Call for Prayer and Action on Behalf of Zimbabwe.

From South Africa.  The vision statement of CLC South Africa is:
“We the CLC of South Africa, aware of the needs of our times, freely choose to commit ourselves to a community in Christ. Opened by the Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius, to the discernment of God’s will, we desire to give ourselves more generously to God and allow Him to use us to touch others in each situation of our daily lives.”

We want to make public our disapproval of the human rights violations in Zimbabwe and we would like you to use the statement below in any way that is appropriate in the fight for just government in Zimbabwe. 

As followers of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, we, the Christian Life Community, are deeply concerned about the erosion of human rights in Zimbabwe.

 The mission of the Christian Life Community includes working for justice and peace and supporting the poor and suffering. We are therefore appalled by the use of violence to suppress opposition to the repressive government.

 We pray for those who are in pain and dying; and we urge all people of goodwill to do whatever they can to resist this evil.

 As Catholics we pray in earnest for the Archbishop Pius Ncube and the bishops of Zimbabwe as they courageously voice their opposition to the regime. 
From Jane Hulley, on behalf of CLC in South Africa
National Coordinator of CLC, South Africa. 
(Editor’s note: For information on the situation in Zimbabwe, refer to: www.crisisgroup.org  Click on the language of choice and then on the caption for Zimbabwe in the right-hand column.)
What’s the Difference Between a Refugee and a Migrant?

For an explanation by the Catholic Agency for Overseas Development, go to: 

www.cafod.org.uk/about_cafod/what_we_do/refugees_and_migration
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